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Culminating Activity Lesson Narrative

Central Question: Could World War Il have been avoided? Could Euampgemocracies have
taken different actions to avoid war?

Materials:

- pencil and paper

- country profiles with map of Europe

- overview of country profiles

- crisis scaffolds with embedded stats

- map of changing national boundaries

- main crisis scaffold

- name tags showing roles and national flag

Part A Narrative:European Council Meeting
During Part A of the European Council Culminatingtitity, student groups representing
various countries engage in a series of negotia@sgions centering on several crisis events.

Teacher begins by reminding students of the CQa@xpg the overall purpose of participating
in the European Council, and emphasizing the atitheature of the task. Teacher should
arrange the classroom in preparation for the Ewoggouncil so that that four groups are facing
each other within a larger circle. (Semgram) Mixed ability groups are assigned one of the
following nations to represent: Great Britain, FranCzechoslovakia, and USSR. Each group is
given the appropriate country profile document(selew) as well as country overview chart
(see below) which overviews all nations involvedhe council. Students should be given time
to familiarize themselves with their country prefdlocument prior to beginning the European
Council.

Country Overview Chart

Great Britain Country Profile
Czechoslovakia Country Profile
France Country Profile

USSR Country Profile

To begin the European Council, teacher will procéedugh the following steps: First, review
theEuropean Council Crisis Management Instruction Baeith students. The packet includes
policy options available to student groups, proceddior the council, roles, assessment criteria,
and editorial/editorial cartoon follow up assignmedecond, review the procedures that will be
followed for each crisis scenario. Third, distriddie first crisis scenario and genezigsis
Scaffoldthat will be used for all crises. Fourth, open Eugopean Council for business and
assist students in proceeding through the stefesl Ielow. Note: Germany is not represented at
the council; teacher should advocate for Germartigagextent possible.
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For each crisisstudents will proceed through the following steps:

1. Read the crisis scenario (see below for all 4).

2. Make a Policy Decision: Discuss the crisis, degider policy, identify possible allies,
and develop arguments to convince other countigair in your policy choice.(10
minutes)

3. Negotiate: Diplomats travel between countries &ksdlies and argue for their policy
decision. Only Diplomats may travel. The Prime Mter and Foreign Minister remain in
their country to negotiate with Diplomats from atimations. (5 minutes)

4. Make Final Decision: Diplomats return to home counPrime Minister leads discussion
of any adjustments to policy based upon negotiatgith other countries. (5 minutes)

5. European Conference: A conference of Europeanmaisoheld to resolve the crisis.
Foreign ministers present each country’s argumefrits policy (1 minute each) and
debate a solution to the crisis. (10 minutes)

After a reasonable amount of time for debate, teladtveals the actual outcome of the crisis and
directs students to consider Crisis 2. The stepseahre repeated for Crisis 2 and then again for
Crisis 3 and Crisis 4.

Crisis 1: Rhineland

Crisis 2: Anschluss

Crisis 3: Czechoslovakia and the Sudetenland
Crisis 4: Fall of Czechoslovakia

Crisis Scaffold
Czechoslovakia Crisis Scaffo(@o be given only to Czech group during Crisis 4)

Part B Narrative: Editorial Cartoon or Editorial
During Part B, students are given the option o&tingy an editorial cartoon or writing an
editorial. For both, students are asked to takesiipn on the CQ.

Teacher presents students with both options, revibesinstructions for both, and reviews
models for both.

Editorial Instructions

Editorial Model 1 (Industrial Revolution)
Editorial Model 2 (Industrial Revolution)
Editorial Cartoon Instructions

Editorial Cartoon Scaffold

IR Editorial Cartoon Model
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Resolving 1930s Crises in Europe — Student Directis

You and a group of classmates will be assignedpcesent a specific European country in the
1930s. You will be faced with a series of foregplicy crises that occurred during this

historical time period. For each crisis you willkctte how your country should respond.

There is no single correct way to respond to anpefcrisis decisions. In each case, the
involved countries had a number of options fromalilto chooseYou do not have to take the
same action that your assigned country actually clse in the 1930g-However, your decision
must be historically reasonable: You must show ybatunderstand the conditions and concerns
of people who lived in these countries in the 19883 use historical evidence to defend your
decision as the best choice for your country.

Policy Options

For each crisis you have the same general foraagjoypoptions available to any nation:

1) Mobilize your military : This means that you prepare your military foinactombat, but do
not yet engage in warfare.

2) Resist with force: This means putting your military forces into comagainst another
nation.

3) Form alliance(s) with other nation(s) This means to seek one or more partners who will
join you in whatever action you decide to take.Séhmay be separate agreements with
different partners or a joint agreement among aitrers to act together.

4) Remain neutral: This means that you refuse to make allianceg@ements with any
nation.

5) Grant demands: This means that you decide to accept the demédratsother nation rather
than taking either economic or military steps tecdurage that nation’s actions.

In coming to a decision, you may combine optionartove at what you believe to be the most
effective and/or just solution. For instance, yoayrform an alliance that agrees to use
economic sanctiongnd at the same tinmeobilize your military .

Procedures for Making Your Decision

For each crisis you will follow these steps in cogito your decision:

1) Read the Crisis Scenario.

2) Make a Policy Decision Discuss the crisis, decide your policy, idenpfyssible allies, and
develop arguments to convince other countriesitoijoyour policy choice.

(10 minutes)

3) Negotiate Diplomats travel between countries to seek allied argue for your policy
decision._Only Diplomats may travel.he Prime Minister and Foreign Minister remain in
their country to negotiate with Diplomats from atimations. (5 minutes)

4) Make Final Decision Diplomats return to home country. Prime Minideads discussion of
any adjustments to your policy based upon negohatwith other countries. (5 minutes)

5) European Conference: A conference of European nations is held to resolve the crisis.
Foreign ministers present each country’s arguments of its policy (1 minute each) and
debate a solution to the crisis. (10 minutes)
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Roles

Each member of your group will have specific ratesepresenting your country:

Prime Minister: You will lead your group in weighing your polioptions and developing
your country’s decision on each crisis. You wilhdaoict discussions with diplomats who
visit you from other countries. At the European f@oence, you will provide supporting
information to the Foreign Minister as needed.

Foreign Minister: You will lead the discussion of possible allieglapponents for your
policy decision and the development of argumenttwince other nations to agree with
your view of the best solution to the crisis. Yoill assist the Prime Minister in conducting
discussions with diplomats who visit you from otbeuntries. You will present and defend
your country’s position in the European Conference.

Diplomat: You will travel to other countries and seek to\dane other nations to join you
in your policy decision. At the European Conferenaai will provide supporting
information to the Foreign Minister as needed.

Crisis Management Assessment:

Your country’s performance in managing the 193@'ses will be evaluated according to the
following criteria:

1.

2.

No

Policy decisions demonstrate adequate understandithg historical facts and issues
surrounding each crisis.

Policy decisions demonstrate adequate understandiymur assigned country’s priorities
and resources at the time of the crisis.

Policy decisions are historically possible: Thegresent realistic options that countries at the
time could have chosen (they do not have to beties that countries actually chose).
Policy decisions demonstrate realistic considenatiohow other European countries are
likely to respond to your decision.

Group develops persuasive evidence and argumeotstance other nations of your
country’s point of view on each crisis

Country representatives clearly communicate younty’'s position and arguments.
Country representatives stay in assigned historatab throughout the Crisis activity.

Individual Editorial Activity:

Following your participation in the Crisis Managearm&cenarios, you will be asked to use the
knowledge you gain from this activity to make adiudual decision on the Unit Central
QuestionsCould World War 11 have been prevented? Did the European nations make the wisest
policy decisions in managing the 1930s crises and responding to Naz actions? You may choose
to address this in either a newspaper editoriahoeditorial cartoon. You will be provided with
specific instructions for completing this task.
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Country Overviews

Great Britain:

WWI had a devastating effect on Great Britain. dritain had amassed an enormous war
debt from financing the war effort. Her war debimbined with the effects of the Great
Depression caused an economic collapse that giefitignced foreign policy during the inter
war years. Great Britain’s central foreign polggal was to maintain their empire while at the
same time avoiding another costly war, allowingtogiocus on solving her economic issues.
This, combined with the belief that the Versaillesaty had been to harsh, led Britain to adopt a
reconciliatory approach to Germany in the hopedissfouraging German aggression.

Soviet Union:

Russia suffered the most casualties during WWie fHiling war effort coupled with economic
collapse spurred a revolution which forced Russizod the war. After a bloody civil war, a
new communist government emerged and the Sovieirmas born. As a result of leaving the
war effort and the establishment of a communistesygsthe Soviet Union was politically
isolated during the inter war years. This new comistigovernment turned their attention to
preserving their communist system internally wiseking to spread communism abroad
whenever possible. Fearing attacks from the westhrlike those that occurred in the past, a
major goal of the Soviet government was the secofitheir western border.

Czechoslovakia:

The nation of Czechoslovakia was born out of thealy of Versailles. At its birth it was one of
the top ten most industrialized countries in theldidt emerged from the Austro-Hungarian
Empire and contained several different groups opjfe Its western edge, known as the
Sudetenland, was heavily populated by Germans lieest of the country was comprised of
Czechs, Slovaks, Ruthenes, Hungarians and Jewech@slovakia’'s primary concern was
uniting these cultural groups under the bannersihgle nation. This desire for a national
identity influenced their foreign policy, as Czeslavakia looked to secure itself from
aggressive neighboring countries such as HungatyGammany.

France:

France’s casualties from WW!I were second only tedfu A bitter rivalry had developed
between France and Germany. Fear of German aggregsded France’s foreign policy during
the inter war years. France’s main objectives wemaintain security in Europe while staying
out of another war. This was a difficult task France because it had an unstable government
and an economy suffering the effects of the GregirBssion. France looked for other countries
to help maintain the balance of power in Européong with securing allies during the inter-war
years, France adopted a defensive strategy, fiorgifyreir western border.
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Great Britain Country Profile

Role in WWI

During WWI, Britain and Germany were bitter enemid$iese sentiments (feelings,
emotions) spilled over into the first few yearsathe war as British antagonism (rivalry,
opposition) towards Germany dominated public opinid his growing anger stemmed from the
economic collapse that Great Britain was experiea crisis caused by the strenuous
economic costs of the war effort. These econoautofs angered the British public as cries
across the country were heard Mdke Germany Pay' in order to relieve the economic burden
that Britain was experiencing.

Historical Background, 1918-1936

The defeat of Germany at the end of WWI also m#anend of the German challenge to
Britain’s mastery of the seas. Britain now wantedetreat from the problems of the European
continent in order to deal with more pressing ddiogsoblems. During the 1930’s, England’s
economy was devastated by tBeeat Depression England’s unemployment rate doubled
reaching 20% of the work force while their exp@¥enue decreased 50%. Furthermore,
England opposed any commitment to uphold the syoofrthe newly formed states of Eastern
Europe as the public put its faith in the Leagu@lafions to take up the responsibility of
maintaining the balance of power in Europe.

Foreign Policy
On the heels of the economic devastation and lauggber of casualties of WWI, the

horrific results of the Great Depression, and latkilitary preparation, Great Britain’s main
foreign policy was to avoid another war. In ortteaccomplish this goal, Britain maintained a
strong navy which was second only to the UnitedeStgrotected its colonies, and maintained
strong ties with its allies. France was Britaimigjor ally during the inter-war period even
though each country differed significantly on whestbr not the Treaty of Versailles mistreated
Germany. Great Britain believed that Germany wdeed treated too harshly and showed a
willingness to revise this treaty; however, therfelehad no such wishes. The central goal of the
British after the First World War was to offer thand of friendship toward Germany in order to
avoid encouraging a spirit of revenge. There Wss great hostility to the communist Soviet
Union which many British business groups viewed asuch greater threat than fascism. This
resulted in a strong opposition to an alliance it Soviet Union who had remained in political
and diplomatic isolation for most of the inter-wmariod. Furthermore, British and French
relations were strained by two agreements betweamcE and the Soviet Union that were signed
outside the League of Nations. This increased {@stain’s willingness to negotiate with
Germany and led to the signing of Anglo-German Naval Agreementthat allowed Germany

to begin rebuilding its navy. By October of 1988 unity between Great Britain and France
completely collapsed when Italy invaded Abyssime@ern day Ethiopia). In response Britain
imposed economic sanctions on Italy. However, Feahd not support theses sanctions. This
disagreement between France and Britain damagextdédility of the League of Nations
proving that it would be hard pressed to stop anitaggression in Europe.
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Country Profile Questions

1. What are the greatest issues facing your country?

2. What countries do you see as potential allies?

3. What countries cause you see as potential threats?

4. List your top 3 foreign policy goals in order ofpartance.
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Czechoslovakia Country Profile

Role in World War |

Czechoslovakia (today the independent nationseoCzech Republic and Slovakia) did
not exist until after WWI. During WWI, althoughwtas part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire,
some Czechs and Slovaks did rebel, flee the anelgoa a struggle to free their “country”
either militarily or politically. Some fought withi“Legions” against the Central Powers while
others established themselves in foreign citiée (iondon) and promoted a political agenda of
Czech independence.

Historical Background (1918-1936)

At the conclusion of WWI, Czechoslovakia
emerged from the now defeated Austro-Hungarian
(Hapsburg) Empire. It contained several different
groups of peoples. The western edge of the
country, known as the Sudetenland (in green at
right), was heavily industrialized and heavily
populated by Germans (approximately 86%). At its
“birth”, Czechoslovakia was among the top ten
most industrialized nations in the world.

Czechoslovakia’s primary early concern was unitmgtiple cultural groups under the
banner of a single nation. Her first President, &fgs (1918-1935), struggled to satisfy the
desires and dreams of Czechs (46%), Slovaks (48&t)nans (10%), Ruthenes, Hungarians,
and Jews. Masaryk’s widespread popularity (hetsnofompared in popularity to George
Washington) helped him navigate this difficult tinvéhout the new nation breaking apart.

The Great Depression damaged Czechoslovakia much
as it did the rest of Europe, but the Sudeten Gesnmgere
especially hard hit. Much of their money for busisie
investments came from Germany, which linked theniéo
U.S. economy (the Dawes Plan and German
. reparations)...not a good thing in 1929! The Sudeten
RoMAN A Germans blamed the Czech government and the Jews fo

...i® | their financial problems. This led to the significgrowth of
Nazism during the early 1930’s amongst Sudeten @esm
While they claimed no connection to Hitler, it isar that the
Nazis in Germany were directly supporting this grggumovement.

Central Europe after World War |

Foreign Policy
During the early 1920’s, Czechoslovakia signedrees®f treaties with smaller central

European nations to secure herself against Hungaoyn that point forward, she would focus on
maintaining relations with the larger western Ewap countries. A defensive pact was signed
with France in 1924 (France would defend her d@&ted). When Masaryk retired in 1935,
Benes continued in his footsteps. He signed a daefempact with the USSR in 1935, but it
depended upon France actually actively defendirgckaslovakia before the Soviets would act.
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Country Profile Questions

1. What are the greatest issues facing your country?

2. What countries do you see as potential allies?

3. What countries cause you see as potential threats?

4. List your top 3 foreign policy goals in order ofpartance.
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France Country Profile

Role in World War |

During World War I, France fought along with Gré&aitain, Russia, USA and other
“Allies” against the Central Powers of Germany &acstria-Hungary. After four long years of
fighting, the war finally came to an end. Franceswavastated by the war. Causalities were
tremendous; France lost over one and half milliead] second only to lives lost by the
Russians. Since most of the fighting was doneamée the country was also physically
devastated. The French land had been destroyddingsi were in ruble, and lives were in chaos
(confusion). The French blamed Germany for theswathey sought out harsh punishment for
the Germans. The French desire to make Germanigizgme the driving force behind Treaty
of Versailles negotiations.

Historical Background, 1918-1936

After World War I, French public opinion was stréyyggainst getting involved in
another war. The French, however, did not trustGlermans especially considering their long
history of armed conflict going all the way backie Franco-Prussian War. In the early 1930’s
Europe was weakened by the worldwide Great Depmeskiowever its effects did not reach
France until 1932 when the country saw a drop umison and a drop in exports including
perfumes, wine, and foods. Unemployment in Franse to 15%. Even before the Great
Depression, France knew that its population andatsmomy were too small to compete with
Germany. If another war ever occurred, France wtoled that it would need allies. Because of
opposition to communism, France was reluctant (limg) to seek an alliance with the
Russians. The French looked to Czechoslovakia (witbm it signed an alliance) and other
smaller Eastern European countries for support. édew when the German threat became
clearer, France signed an alliance with the Sayiebn - the Franco-Soviet Pact of 1935. The
French also looked to their long time ally, thetBHh, for assurances of support in the event of
another German attack.

Foreign Policy
When the British government seemed reluctant ta familitary alliance, France chose

to emphasize a defensive strategy. The Frenchdaéries of fortifications along the border
with Germany, the Maginot Line, beginning in 193@aompleted in 1939 at a cost of 3 billion
francs. In spite of these military efforts, the gl government was in disarray during the
interwar years and its policies shifted frequently.Germany became stronger, France hung to
their defensive stance. Should a conflict with Gamgnemerge, France hoped the British would
support them. Although they hoped to discouragar@arexpansion, the French had no real
desire to use military force to stop the Germaamfattacking other nations.
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Country Profile Questions

1. What are the greatest issues facing your country?

2. What countries do you see as potential allies?

3. What countries cause you see as potential threats?

4. List your top 3 foreign policy goals in order of partance.
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Soviet Union Country Profile

Role in World War |

Russia was actively engaged in WWI fighting alside Great Britain and France against
Germany and the other Central Powers. In the psoitéost more than 3 million soldiers and
civilians. By 1917, Russia was beginning to Ids=war militarily and her economy was on the
verge of collapse. The situation got so bad thratzalution occurred under the leadership of the
Bolsheviks. After a bloody civil war, a new comnmirgovernment emerged and the Soviet Union
was born. The Soviet Union withdrew from WW!I b&fdar was over so that it could begin to
stabilize itself politically and rebuild its pooc@omy. It was forced to give up large amounts of
land in Eastern Europe to the Central Powers asisegjuence.

Historical Background, 1918-1936

At various points during the interwar years th&i8bUnion’s communist government
increased its control of the nation’s economy. gbeernment’s efforts to guide economic
development helped the Soviet Union to withstamdwbrst effects of the world-wide Great
Depression. Diplomatically and politically, howeytdre Soviet Union was isolated during the
interwar years. This was due in part to the flaat the Soviet Union had withdrawn from WWI but
even more because many European nations fearedwasmm Because the Soviet Union withdrew
from WWI in 1917, it was excluded from the Treafy\Mersailles negotiations. When the lands
previously given to the Central Powers were dividpdy the Allies into new Eastern European
nations, the Soviets came to increasingly ressribrimer allies and also to fear a future invasion.
After World War | but before the rise of Adolf Hatl, the Soviets and Germans had occasionally
agreed to work together. In one case, Germanyren8oviet Union signed an economic treaty and
in another case, the Soviet Union allowed Germditamyi forces to train on Soviet land. Friendly
relations ended, however, when Hitler came to pamerbegan denouncing communism. When
Germany began rearming, the Soviet Union signedadyt of mutual assistance with France on May
2, 1935. In that treaty, the Soviet Union agreeddssist France if it was attacked by an outside
power without provocation. The treaty however waisten carefully — France had to be actively
engaged defending itself before the Soviet Unior wl@igated to enter into conflict. Within the
framework established by the treaty with France,Sbviet Union also signed a mutual defense
agreement with Czechoslovakia.

Foreign Policy
Because the Soviet Union was not a democracy giting interwar years, public opinion had

a minimal effect on the foreign policies of the &bWnion. In fact, during the Great Purge of 1937
Stalin ordered the imprisonment or killing of hueds of thousands of Soviet citizens suspected of
being traitors. Because of these internal struggheka fear of even more casualties, most Russian
leaders wanted to avoid another war. During thesky gears, the Soviet Union’s foreign policy was
pragmatic; it was interested in preserving its camist system. One way to ensure Soviet safety
was for other nations in Europe to become communistthis end, the Soviet Union established the
Communist International in the hopes of spreadmmgrounism to other nations. This group
addressed Joseph Stalin’s fear that Western Ewvoplel save itself by pushing aggressive nations
like Germany to the east. The Soviet Union theeefelt obligated to work with countries to stop
fascist governments. If it ensured communism’s isatythe Soviet Union was willing to assist
countries who were opposed to fascism even if thene opposed to communism. Going to the aid
of any nation in Western Europe, however, wouldiregPoland or Romania to allow the Soviet
“Red” Army to pass. Although the Soviet Union wat willing to publicly commit to fighting
against fascism, they encouraged Western Europesist fascist aggression wherever it occurred.
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Country Profile Questions

1. What are the greatest issues facing your country?

2. What countries do you see as potential allies?

3. What countries cause you see as potential threats?

4. List your top 3 foreign policy goals in order ofpartance.
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The Rhineland Crisis
The Treaty of Versailles forced Germany to takélldme for the war and to pay huge
reparations to the victors that crippled the Germeanomy. The treaty also placed strict
limitations on German military power. The Germamwgrcould have no more than 100,000
troops, its navy was limited to a 36-vessel coadétnse force, and it was not allowed to
possess tanks, submarines, battleships, or airthadter the treaty, Germany lost 13 % of its
national territory to France and Poland. In additiihe German coalmining region of Saar was
put under the control of the League of Nationsafyn to address French demands for a buffer
zone to protect itself from future German aggreassiloe treaty included a provision
demilitarizing the German Rhineland region: No Ganntroops or fortifications were ever to be
placed there. The Rhineland contained 18.5% ofm@ey’'s land and 24% of its population.
Hitler first defied the treaty in 1935 when he annoced German re-armament and introduced a
military draft to build up the army. Then, on Mharg, 1936, thousands of German troops
entered the demilitarized Rhineland zone. On theesday, Hitler stated that he was willing to
re-join the League of Nations and wanted to negotiath France and Belgium over the status
of the Rhineland. He also offered non-aggressiatspa France and Belgium. Hitler explained
that placing German troops in the Rhineland wasassary act of self-defense because of the
1935 Franco-Soviet treaty. In this agreement, Feaggeed to aid the Soviets if they were
attacked by the Germans.

As German troops marched into the Rhineland, Frarasein the midst of elections and without
stable leadership. Despite this internal politicamoil, the French immediately sent thousands
of troops to the German border. “All over Europ&tasmen met to talk over the situation.
Telephone and telegraph wires and cables flash@dndatic dispatches. Diplomatic couriers
were started on a race through Europe by trainpnoatr and airplane (The Cleveland Press,
March 7, 1936).”

Decision Point: How should your nation respond to &many’s actions?

Relative Military & Economic Strengths: 1936

Military Economic (% Change)
Army Divisions (10,000/div.) 1929-32 1932-37
GDP Indus. Prod. | GDP Indus. Prod.

Britain 2 -5.8 -11.4 25.7 52.9
France 53 -11.0 -25.6 7.9 20.0
Czech. na* -18.2 -26.5 20.3 51.5
USSR na 6.9 66.7 146.7 59.3
Germany | 10-12** -15.7 -40.8 67.5 122.2
USA na -28.0 -44.7 46.6 86.8

* na = Information not available
*Germany was limited to 10 divisions by the Treafyersailles but had been rearming and also had
paramilitary SS and SA troops.

© 2009 PIH Network. All Rights Reserved.



International Crises Decision-Making Chart

1) Potential Responses to International Crises:

2) Your Response with Explanation:
(you may choose to combine options)

1. Mobilize your military
(prepare military for war but don’t order them ttaak)

2. Resist with military force
3. Form alliance(s) with other nation(s)

4. Remain neutral
(make alliances witharee)

5. Grant demands

3) Possible Allies & Opponents w/Explanation:

4) Arguments to Convince Nations of Your View:

Allies:

Opponents:

5) Final Decision:

6) Explanation of Final Decision:
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